SOMA works for the transformation of individuals and churches and the healing of
communities and their lands through the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. This is
through intercession and sending and receiving short-term mission teams across the
Anglican Communion.
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All wrong?
That’s alright!
HEN “everything is going wrong” in the
run-up to a SOMA mission, it has the
opposite effect to what would be generally
anticipated.
Faith – and experience – lead SOMA
teams to conclude they are doing exactly
what God wants them to do. The enemy may
be going all out to prevent a mission, but
prayer and determination triumph.
Bishop Isesomo’s invitation for SOMA to
lead two conferences in the Diocese of Nord
Kivu finally came to fruition in March, having
been postponed from December due to the
security situation in DR Congo. However, the
new date meant three team members could
now no longer participate, all for medical
reasons. “It was an indication of the intensity
of the spiritual battle we were going to face,”
said team leader Don.
Prayer brought forward equally gifted
people to take their places, and then there
were the usual struggles to line up
paperwork, visas and complex travel plans
for the two-stage mission. The first
conference was in Beni, the second in
Butembo, a fast-expanding city with
numerous unemployed young men readily
attracted by the militias.
Travel began well but Uganda
immigration officers at the DRC border
wanted copies of letters from team members’
bishops responding to Bishop Isesomo.
“This was the first time in 20 years I had
been asked about this,” said Don.
Then officials stopped Michael and
Etienne leaving Uganda, as they had
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previously acceptable identity cards but not
passports. Etienne was participating only in
the first stage of the mission so sadly
returned home, but Michael found another
route, and joined the team in Beni two days
later. The loss of Etienne was a blow and Don
said: “This is the first time in my experience
that a team member has been refused
permission to cross a border.”
The rest of the team were eventually
allowed to drive on, but heavy rain made the
road very slippery. “Then a snake crossed the
road in front of us,” Don recalled. “It was a
beautiful creature, a silver back with diamond
shapes. We could not avoid it, and ran over
it. I then sensed this was a symbol of the
victory that the Lord wanted to achieve on
this mission, and I prayed silently that this
would be the case. Straightaway the rain
began to ease off, and the road became drier
and much more manageable.”
Then, when the cars reached a
roadblock, they were refused permission to
cross as it was “too late”, so two vehicles
were sent from Beni to fetch the team.
And so the mission began. The theme
for both conferences, Marriage and Family
Life in an African Context, opened up
discussion, examining the particular
challenges faced by clergy families.
There was time too for worship, ministry and
encouraging churches in the area, and after
the close of the conference in Butembo the
team had a fruitful debrief with the bishop
and staff.
continued on page 2
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Joyous worship by delegates in Rorya, Tanzania

God ‘just keeps
turning up’
S
EEK and you shall find, according to
Matthew’s Gospel, which also reminds us:
“Ask and it shall be given.”
For newly retired parish priest Steve, this
was demonstrated beautifully during the
SOMA mission to Tanzania in March, where
rural poverty and great needs and challenges
face a church with scarce resources.
“I was reminded once again that He is
totally dependable and faithful; He just keeps
on ‘turning up’ and doing the wonderful
things He loves to do for His people,” this
experienced team member said. “I never stop
being surprised and full of wonder at this. We
should think that it’s normal, without being
presumptuous.”
This mission built on the previous 2012
mission, and had two members of that team
taking part. Not only were they able to prebrief this cross-cultural team, but also their
established relationship with the delegates
helped to quickly re-establish rapport.
Rorya is a poverty-stricken, underdeveloped diocese with clergy eager for
training and fresh vision. Challenges include
subsistence farming, little water, poor
infrastructure, and low levels of literacy
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With the journey home now to tackle,
Michael once again came under particular
pressure following news that his grandmother
had died.
The rest of the team travelled to Kasindi,
optimistic they would cross the border
smoothly, but the DRC police fined the
Ugandans $150 each for outstaying their oneweek visas. Don said: “We remain unsure
whether this was a genuine mistake when the
visas were granted.” Then the team’s DRC
vehicle was refused travel across the border,
so another was hired for this short journey,
followed by a further long delay before the
driver arrived to take the team to Fort Portal
for a now-rushed lunch with Etienne before
heading on to Kampala.

Spiritual opposition
Don said of the mission: “I think it was
clear that God wanted us there, otherwise
there would not have been so much spiritual
opposition. We had a sense that the Church in
DRC is facing a challenge to address the call
to act together as a force for peace and
reconciliation in the country. The UN peacekeeping forces are not achieving this, nor are
the politicians – peace must come from the
people themselves, and the Christian
community needs to mobilise them.
“SOMA will remain in discussion with
Bishop Isesomo and his team to discern how
we can continue to work in partnership with
this strategic diocese.”
Bishop Isesomo was present throughout
the Butembo conference and told the team
afterwards: “SOMA visit has been a blessed
time to our pastors and their wives, included
myself, because many of our pastors go alone

for their biblical training without their wives.
So this has been a good opportunity for them
to learn together about how the church starts
in the family and especially in pastor’s family.
“I was expecting to receive a team of
very respectful people and my fear was
about how to accommodate them and what
kind of food could they eat. When the team
arrived, I saw very simple people and we’re
very happy for whatever we have shared
with them.”
Team member Eva reflected: “The Lord
uses us in ways we cannot imagine and we
should always allow Him to lead and guide
us. Nothing should be taken for granted,
hence prayer and intercession is very, very
important.”
Team member John said: “God is so
concerned about His people, in that He is
ever ready to do anything to save them.
Our presence with the Lord in prayer bends
all circumstances to cooperate with His will.
Wars in this country have not hindered
people from rejoicing in the Lord and
earnestly searching Him, as I had thought.”
Intercessor Georgia most enjoyed
“knowing that I am a part of the mission,
though not physically in the field, and seeing
God’s faithfulness in answering prayer and
His work through the prayers of His saints.
The ministry of intercession is not for the
faint-hearted, it is a full-time job,” she said.
Team: Leader Revd Don Brewin, UK;
Michael Asaba, Revd Capt John Musaasizi,
Revd Canon Benon Semmambo,
Revd Canon Edith Semmambo, Uganda;
Capt Janice Maina, Ms Eva Mdachi, Kenya;
intercessor coordinator Kate Brankin.

Team members Edith, John and Benon, on the left, with Don, Eva and Janice on the right, together with Nord Kivu
clergy and the Mayor of Beni

Surrounded by pray-ers in Rorya,
Tanzania
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affecting church staff, including parish treasurers
and secretaries.
The water shortage proved a challenge for both
team and hosts, and team communicator Joanna
texted intercessors: “No rain means lack of water.
Water has to be fetched by car as the local well
dried up. Pray for rain.”
Bishop John had to draw on scarce funds to
transport water to the conference, and said
afterwards: “I think drought which resulted to lack of
water increased the cost so much because we were
to carry water using our Toyota Hilux pick-up four
times a day which needed a lot of fuel while the fuel
cost was too high. Originally, we thought there would
have been rains at that particular period of the year.”

Training sought
Ahead of the conference, team leader Stephen
asked the bishop to outline the needs of his clergy.
He replied: “Most of our pastors are not well trained
because my diocese is young, hence lacking skills
in church planting, so that the following should
appear in the training: steps towards planting of a
church; how to manage a young church so that it
grows and multiply; training of new leaders in a
young church.”
Advice was also requested as to how to fund
new leaders when the church has so little money,
inhibiting the establishment of new churches.
Each team member prepared specialist
teaching for the conference, covering topics
including church planting, financial management,
renewal, repentance and reconciliation.
Asked whether the mission met his expectation,
Bishop John replied: “I expected revival and
renewal of spiritual lives of the delegates plus
the delegates getting new spiritual insights, which
they got because they have testified to me.

Wanted – Trustees
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SOMA UK is seeking to appoint new trustees. To find out more, visit the website at www.somauk.org and click on
the Get Involved button at the top of the homepage, then go to the right-hand column and click on Become a trustee.

Bishop John reflects in Rorya, Tanzania
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Praying on the
front line
oordinating prayers, scriptures and
messages for a SOMA team member in
Tanzania proved a real highlight of one
intercessor’s year.
It was Joanna’s second mission to
poverty-stricken Rorya, and she asked Tim D
to coordinate messages to and from her 24
personal intercessors, relaying them to
mission intercessor coordinator Kate Brankin
to forward to the team.
“We were in touch at least once,
sometimes twice a day. So, as challenges
came to pray over, we prayed, and then had
feedback of answers to prayer,” said Tim.
“Rarely do folk have the privilege of
day-by-day evidence with prayer. This was
very helpful, not least because the team
leader told us that the texts that we sent,
Bible texts, prophetic words were really
helping the team.
“There was a time I felt that I came under
spiritual attack as an intercessor. This made
me more vigilant in protecting myself in
Jesus and praying for all the intercessors for
protection. We really were in one sense on
the front line!
“The 12 days of praying for and with the
mission were a highlight in my year. I really
felt we were part of the whole mission,
learning from one another as we listened to
the Lord and prayed. By the end of the
mission, with the team back home, there was
a sense of loss.”
While Tim liaised with Joanna’s personal
intercessors, Kate also juggled prayer and
messages for a further two missions
simultaneously in South Sudan and DR
Congo. SOMA UK National Director Stephen
Dinsmore asked her if she was ready for
such a challenge, and Kate had prayed:
‘That’ll be interesting, but at least I won’t be
co-ordinating all three… will I, Lord?’
“Of course, I did co-ordinate all three
and, as happens when we’re pushed outside
our comfort zone I was blessed throughout
the time the teams were away,” she said.
“I found myself wondering in awe how the
Lord manages with us all putting our individual
demands and requests to Him – He has much
more than three SOMA missions to juggle all
of the time, not just for three weeks! So,
nothing is impossible when we trust Him.”
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Discussion group in Rorya

For those who had been in Rorya three
years earlier, there was the added pleasure
of reunion and building on previous
achievements. One of those was Joanna,
who said she gained in confidence. “I’ve had
experiences that others will never have and
will never understand,” she said.
Intercessor Timothy M said: “I was
challenged by the seriousness attached to
intercession for mission, that a chain of prayer
is established throughout the mission period.
This is another way of saying that missioners
are entirely helpless without God’s intervention
in mission work. Where this dependency is
demonstrated, God never disowns it.”

Praise be! Delegates in Rorya

Team: Leader Revd Stephen Dinsmore,
Joanna Bound, Rev Steve Holmes,
Fran Huff, UK; Diana Adhiambo,
Revd Capt Livingstone Nyanje CA, Kenya;
James Arinda, Uganda; Bishop John Adiema;
intercessor coordinator Kate Brankin.
Delegates went back spiritually enriched and
knowledgeably and skilfully fed.
“Spiritual renewal plus some church-planting
skills and youth ministry teaching are going to
help delegates have a new beginning in their
daily service to the Lord. Youth ministry,
which has not been strong, will begin a
new face and develop in every parish.
“Lasting benefits of the visit are:
Delegates who got spiritual renewal
are now carrying out/reaching out to
congregations and people are getting
healed/knowing Christ as their personal
saviour. Some pastors who were not
strong in delivering the services/
preaching and teaching have changed.”
There were the not-unusual
difficulties with language, but
team members valued each
other’s translation efforts and
working as an international team.

IF you would like to be pushed,
challenged and blessed by becoming an
intercessor co-ordinator, please call Stephen
Dinsmore on 01460 279737.

Deep in thought
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Fresh focus on marriage
embers of the team which travelled to the
Diocese of Wau, South Sudan, returned
home with renewed zest, eager to engage
more fully with church and community.
Team member Liz said: “Many of the home
congregation have taken an active interest in
the mission. Finding ways of talking about the
experience has helped me to benefit and focus
on what happened and what I learnt.
“The faith and sacrifices made by Christians
I met on this mission has encouraged me to take
a fresh hold of God’s promises in my own life.”
Bishop Moses invited the team to Kaujok
with the brief: “We would like to have a youth
programme focusing on Christian marriage and
family. We really want to move our people from
marriage based on bride price to a biblical
marriage based on mutual love and
understanding, and we want to start with
young people.”
Each day was split into two, teaching-wise,
with Christian Marriage and Family Life in an
African Context in the morning and Renewal
for Life in the afternoon, both SOMA resource
materials. Team leader Richard said: “The
material was delivered with humour and
drama and interactive discussion.”
Team member Jackie paid particular
tribute to her Kenyan teammates. “Martha
and Kennedy were a huge plus for the group
because of their previous experience in South
Sudan and their African perspective,” she said.
“I hugely rated their experience and wisdom.”
By the second day, most delegates came
forward for prayer and anointing. “This felt like
a turning point in the mission as the delegates
were touched by and filled with the Holy Spirit,
and we could sense a new freedom and joy in
their worship and sense of commitment to
God’s purposes and intentions for their lives,”
said Richard.
Some delegates were members of other
churches, including Catholic and Pentecostal,
and the local Muslim leader sat in on many
sessions. He gave positive feedback on the
teaching. On the last day of the conference,
the local Pentecostal pastor invited the team
to speak at his church. “Bishop Moses clearly
has a good and well-respected relationship
with local community leaders and others,”
Richard noted.
The team opted to stay in the almostcomplete office in the cathedral compound,
with meals prepared by displaced Christians
staying there. Richard said: “Bishop Moses
expressed his appreciation that we stayed on
site, giving the displaced people some work to
do and food to eat.”
In the evenings, the team explored the
locality, including an irrigation scheme which
showed what is possible when a country is
stable and people can settle and farm. South
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Sudan remains politically insecure, but team
leader Richard said: “As a team we did not feel
in any personal danger, and felt able to
walk/move about without any fear of being a
target. People were friendly towards us and
we felt particularly welcome in the church.”
He paid tribute to all those who had kept
prayer uppermost before, during and after the
mission. “We must put on record how well
supported by intercessors we felt, both on a
personal level by friends from supporting

churches, and through the SOMA
intercession network. Kate did an excellent
job in circulating messages and sharing
words, pictures, prophecies and scriptures.”
Team: Leader Revd Richard Suffern,
SOMA UK Patron the Rt Revd Graham Cray,
Revd Jackie Cray, Liz Crichton,
Kay Hunter-Johnston, UK; Revd Kennedy
Wando, Mrs Martha Osamba, Kenya;
Bishop Moses Deng Bol; intercessor
coordinator Kate Brankin.

SOMA UK Day Conference
Saturday 7 November 2015 at Bletchley, Milton Keynes
OIN SOMA intercessors, team members, Parish Mission Partners, supporters and staff
as we gather on Saturday 7 November near Milton Keynes.
This free conference will feature team members and intercessors sharing their
experience and insight from recent missions, and there will be time for fellowship, to pray,
worship, share, learn, reflect, be refreshed by the Spirit and meet others involved with the
vision, mission and ministry of SOMA.
Venue: Hosted by SOMA Parish Mission Partner St Mary’s Church, Church Green
Road, Bletchley MK3 6DZ. The day begins at 10am, ends at 4pm, refreshments provided,
bring your own lunch. There is no charge but a collection will be taken. For travel details,
visit the church website at www.stmarysbletchley.org
If you expect to attend, it will help us if you call the SOMA office on 01460 279737 or
email zena.durrant@somauk.org
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GET INVOLVED
INVITE To invite a SOMA team, email
stephen.dinsmore@somauk.org
PRAY Find today’s live prayer nugget on
our website home page; find our full Daily
Prayer Diary via the button there; or receive
a “new each morning” prayer request from
SOMA via Twitter or Facebook. It is upon
Intercession that SOMA’s ministry and
mission is founded. SOMA Intercessors
are supported by regular, extensive Prayer
Briefings and with live, two-way emails
when Teams are on mission. Read more
on our website: click on ‘Prayer and
Intercession’; or contact Kate Brankin
at intercession@somauk.org
GIVE We really value financial gifts.
To resource SOMA’s ministry go to our
website: click on ‘Get Involved’ then
‘Support Us’; click on the ‘Donate’
button on the top right of any web page;
or email steve.fincher@somauk.org
PARTNER A SOMA Parish Mission
Partnership builds a live, active relationship
between your parish and SOMA, inspiring
your congregations for Holy Spirit ministry
and mission at home as well as abroad.
Partners receive: Sharing newsletters,
‘Update’ with news and information,
a SOMA speaker about once a year;

encouragement to participate in
everything from SOMA missions to our
Intercessors’ network. For their part, our
partners encourage prayer for SOMA;
regularly communicate our news to their
congregations; encourage individuals to
get involved in Teams, as Intercessors
and supporters; and seek to support
SOMA financially, when they can. Visit
our website – click on ‘Get Involved’
then ‘Parish Mission Partners’ – email
stephen.dinsmore@somauk.org or call
01460 279737.
TEAM For an ‘application to be
considered for a SOMA Team’, simply
contact SOMA via email, Facebook,
Twitter, phone or post. Read more on
our website: click on ‘Join a Team’.
We look forward to hearing from you!
FUTURE MISSIONS include:
South Sudan
South India
South Sudan
Zimbabwe
Kenya
Sierra Leone
DR Congo
Uganda
South Sudan

SOMA UK
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Awerial Youth
Nandyal
Ibba & Ezo
Harare
Machakos Youth
Freetown
Nord Kivu
Bunyoro Kitara
Twic East

