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SHARING OF MINISTRLES
ABROAD

From sacrifice to joy
An appeal
How did Jesus feel as he faced the prospect of the Cross? He knew his suffering
would be great before he would be united again with his Father. And I am challenged.
How much am I prepared to sacrifice as a believer - what are we all, as God's Church,
prepared to face as we journey through life?

"Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God "
Ephesians 5:2
Sacrifice, service and struggle are a daily reality for the many leaders we meet and
minister to on SOMA missions. The more I see, the more I realise that it is an utter
privilege to be able to share in the lives of humble, godly men and women in different
parts of the world who pay a high price for their faith and leadership.
In every place, whether urban or rural, there is a real hunger for God. Leaders are longing
to see people enter into a living relationship with Jesus, and desperate for them to grow
deep roots of faith so they are able to disciple others.

"...the Christians are Pygmies, people who feel society reject them, live in shame,
huge poverty ... come near to them to show the love of God. I serve as a missionary
bishop, the church has no transport.”
Bishop Elisha, Kalemie, DR Congo
During a recent mission to Orissa in India, I was aware of the sacrifices people made to
attend the conference. They had travelled many, sometimes dangerous, miles to come
for the meetings. They were hungry for more. And, because of our visit, they had faith to
expect the Holy Spirit to work and bring change in their lives and in the lives of others.

"Just you coming, it was very special. I from the heart felt blessed. The Spirit of the Lord
could be felt, the Holy Spirit was with us. God is summing everything for us - showers of
blessing from above - a confirmation of God's acceptance."
Diocesan Secretary, DR Congo

It isn't always easy for team members. Conditions can be tough. Travel is expensive and
often uncomfortable. Yet we are so keen to say to inviting bishops: "Yes, we can come
and bring a team to your diocese."
Recently, teams have been to Kampala in Uganda and Boga in DR Congo. We are
sending teams to Kalemie DR Congo, the South Sudanese refugee camp at Kiryandong in
Uganda, this year.
Please can I ask you to pray for our brothers and sisters in remote dioceses overseas?
Ask God to encourage, sustain and provide for them, their families and their
communities. Thank you.
Also, if you are able at this time to give not just your time in prayer but some of your
finances, we would be so grateful. Requests for teams come in all the time, and I long to
say "yes" to so many more bishops: we need money to sponsor the running costs of
missions - to help pay for a venue, feed the delegates and help with their travel costs,
especially those in the poor, deprived, less visited and oppressed communities such as
Kalemie, and Kiryandong. Any amount you are able to give would be a huge help.
May God bless you as you bless others - those close to you and those many miles away.
And on behalf of those who have received SOMA teams, a big THANK YOU.

You can be sure that your gift will make a real and
lasting difference.

By cheque

Please make cheques payable to 'SOMA' and post to PO Box 69, Merriott, TA18 9AP
By card

Go to www.somauk .org click on the 'Donate e' button at the top right-hand side of our
homepage and follow the instructions to donate by debit or credit card

Thank you.

